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These notes give a general overview of how applications are assessed. 

Change of Circumstances Requirement
All students are expected to have made robust financial plans to cover all the costs of their study before they begin their programme. Hardship Fund applicants need to explain and provide evidence that there has been a change in circumstances since starting their studies.

Calculation of awards
Awards are assessed by calculating the difference between income and expenditure to identify any shortfall. The figures used are your expected income (from loans, income, savings or capital) and generally standardised living costs. You will see below the standardised figures used when making the assessment.

If you have savings or other money available, you will be expected to use these funds for your living costs before applying to the Hardship Fund.

Successful applicants will receive the calculated shortfall up to a maximum of £2,500.

Any assistance is normally a non-repayable grant. Occasionally, a loan may be offered if that is deemed more appropriate. Awards are paid by bank transfer.

Income and living costs used to assess applications.

What is Expected Provision (EP)??

In addition to having sufficient funding for tuition fees, all students are expected to have made reasonable provision for living costs (and living costs of any dependent family members) before starting their studies, as summarised below.

The income figures you declare on your application form may differ from the EP figures and EP figures may be used instead.

For Further Education Art Foundation students, actual income figures will be used.

UK Student Loans 
UK Undergraduate and Postgraduates eligible for UK loans are required to have applied for and accessed all support available.

Parental Contribution (PC)
UK Undergraduate student loans normally factor in a contribution from parents towards the student’s living costs when the household income exceeds £25,000 a year.

Undergraduate UK funded students - Parental Contribution (PC) calculations - Parental Contribution (PC) calculations

Student Finance England [SFE] funded students https://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/media/2144/20251203-financial-memorandum-for-202627-1012.pdf 
	Type of Student
	Parental Contribution information

	SFE non-finalist
	Living away from family home ‘Elsewhere’ 
· PC = £7,297 minus Maintenance Loan awarded

Living at family home
· PC = £6744 minus Maintenance Loan awarded

	SFE finalist
	Living away from family home ‘Elsewhere’
· PC = £7,107 minus Maintenance Loan awarded

Living at family home
· PC = £6,568 minus Maintenance Loan awarded

	SFNI students
	If receiving Maintenance Grant, then no PC
Elsewhere
· PC = £8352 minus Maintenance Loan awarded
· Finalists = £7,452 minus Maintenance Loan awarded


	SAAS funded students
	PC = Maximum loan and maximum bursary = £11400 minus actual award (Maintenance Loan plus bursary)  

	SFW funded students
	 No assessment or expectation of PC




Assumed Income - UK Undergraduates

When assessing income, it will be assumed that undergraduates funded through UK government loans have at least the following additional amounts available from paid work or other sources except those unable to work due to disability or caring responsibilities.

	Type of Student
	Assumed income per academic year

	 Student Finance maintenance funded undergraduates (non-final year)*
	£1,673


	 Student Finance maintenance funded undergraduates (final year)* 
	£598



Expected Income Provision

When assessing income for International students and Postgraduates, it will be assumed that you have at least the following amounts available. This is included to reflect that the assessment process expects you to have a solid plan to finance your living costs throughout your studies.

	Type of Student
	 LOUGHBOROUGH                             LONDON

	Single student - International students or PG.
	£281 per week
(37 wks  = £10,413 UG)
(52 wks  = £14,612 PG)
	
£463 per week 
(For 52 weeks = £24,076 PG)



	Student with partner/dependents -
International students, PG.
	£281 per week, plus -
£53 for partner
£104 for each child
£27 one family premium for family with child/children
	£463 per week, plus -
£53 for partner
£104 for each child
£27 one family premium for family with child/children



Living costs
The standard assessment is based on Reasonable Living Costs and Additional Living Costs.

Reasonable Living Costs (RLC)
These are SET FIGURES (see details in sample budget) to reflect ordinary costs such as food, housekeeping, toiletries, bills, clothes, leisure. For undergraduates (UG), this figure will be x 37 weeks, Postgraduate Certificate of Education (PGCE) x 43 weeks and Postgraduate Taught (PGT)/ Postgraduate Researchers (PGR) x 52 weeks. The weekly Reasonable Living Costs that will be used are:

	Reasonable Living Costs (RLC) weekly figures
	Loughborough
	London

	Single students
	£129
	£177

	Students living with a partner/spouse
	£184
	£232

	Students with children
	£27, plus £104 per child 
	£27, plus £104 per child 



Additional Living Costs (ALC)
These figures may vary depending on your individual situation and are usually capped at the figures below.

	Rent/Mortgage costs weekly figures
	Loughborough
	London

	Students living in parental/relative’s home
	Up to £56
	Up to £89

	Non-first years in halls or renting privately
	Up to £118
	Up to 305

	Students not in either of the above categories
	Within reason
	Within reason

	If living in catered halls £1085 deducted from total hall fees for food already counted in RLCs

	 If rent/hall fees are inclusive of main utilities, £25 per week deducted as bills already counted in RLCs

	Higher accommodation costs may be considered if you explain any health or personal circumstances that limit your choice of accommodation, for example health or disability.



	Travel costs averaged as a weekly figure
	Loughborough
	London

	Standard allowance for local travel and trips within mainland UK.
	£26
	£43




	Course Costs  weekly figures
	Loughborough
	London

	Standard allowance - books, stationery, art and design materials, etc
	£10
	£10




The full cost of your outgoings or any additional expenditure for travel, course costs or other items that differ from the sample budget are only considered if you provide figures in your application, explain why they are needed in your personal statement and provide evidence of the costs.
